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A convenience for Millard 
voters is a concern for some 


Volunteers collect ballots 
for levy override election; 
that’s illegal in some states 


By Jor DEJKA 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Michelle Hankins took up her 
post on the sidewalk outside 
Montclair Elementary School on 
Wednesday, and within minutes 
she received her first delivery. 

A woman in a Chevy sport utility 
vehicle pulled to the curb and hand- 
ed over a sealed brown envelope con- 
taining a ballot in the Millard Public 
Schools’ levy-override election. 

A few minutes later a boy 


walked up with another one. 

“My mom told me to give this to 
you,” he said. 

“Thank you, buddy,” Hankins said. 

Hankins is not an election office 
employee, just amom who agreed to 
serve as a volunteer vote collector. 

She is one of dozens who have 
been stationed outside Millard 
schools for the mail-in election 
that got underway Oct. 23. 

Organizers say the effort is 
aimed at boosting turnout. They 
say they collect and turn in any- 
one’s ballot, whether the person 
is for or against the override. The 
effort, they say, is a matter of 
convenience, especially in an age 
when people are less likely to have 


See Ballots: Page 3 
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Montclair Elementary fifth-grader Tinley Engel delivers sealed mail-in ballots 
for the Millard election to volunteer Michelle Hankins near the school. 


IT’S YOUR CHOICE HOW TO DELIVER BALLOT 


And you can verify online that the election office received yours. Page 3A 


Former Bellevue couple, 
devoted to children and 
faith, are among 26 killed 


By ANDREW J. NELSON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


A former 


Bellevue 


\ i í 
Me AM "a | f 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


CHURCH SHOOTING IN TEXAS 


PAIN HITS CLOSE TO HOME 


couple 


Local houses of worship 
no longer take for granted 
that they’re ‘safe places’ 
By MICHAEL O’CoNNOR 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


More surveillance cameras 


known for their devotion to chil- 
dren and their faith were among 
those killed Sunday in the massa- 
cre at a Texas church. 

Shani and Bob Corrigan ex- 
pressed much of that commitment 
in their former church here, Chan- 
dler Acres Baptist Church, where 
Bob Corrigan worked as the music 
minister. He was also a chief mas- 
ter sergeant at Offutt Air Force 
Base before retiring from the Air 
Force a few years ago. 

They were involved in vacation 
Bible school, mission work and with 
worship services, said the church’s 
pastor, the Rev. Dan Wills Sr. 

“They worked tirelessly with 
the children,” he said. “They were 
the genuine Christian man and 
woman. They not only said they 
were, they lived it. There was no 
denying. They walked the walk. ... 
And they loved people.” 

The Corrigans were among the 
26 slain Sunday morning at First 


See Victims: Page 2 


Check out our 


Shani and Bob Corrigan. Their former pastor 
in Bellevue said: “I tried calling both of them 
and neither answered. Later on we found out 
the reason why.” At top, crosses near First 
Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. 


ON PAGE 2A 


Air Force reviews why it failed to give the FBI 
key information about the shooting suspect. 


Former NRA instructor and a man driving to 
pick up his girlfriend are hailed as heroes. 


Gov. Ricketts announces that flags in state 
will fly at half-staff until sunset Thursday. 


23 MONTH 
SIEP UP CD 


have popped up at Brookside 
Church and specially trained vol- 
unteers carry concealed hand- 
guns during services. 

The Omaha congregation is also 
part of a church coalition that dis- 
cusses the best deadbolt locks, 
burglar alarms and how to hire 
armed guards. 

“It was always considered 
de facto that churches were safe 
places,” said John Houston, an 
executive pastor and the security 
director at Brookside. “Unfortu- 
nately in our society today, that is 
no longer the case.” 

In the past three to five years, 
local places of worship have tight- 
ened security. Now those congre- 
gations say the church shooting in 
Texas this past Sunday will prompt 
a review of their safety plans. 

A gunman killed 26 people and 
wounded about 20 inside a church 
in the small Texas community of 
Sutherland Springs. Authorities 


See Churches: Page 2 


If 23 month CD 
interest rate goes up, 
you have the option 
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higher rate one time 
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Problem at VA 
here isnt sign of 
broader woes, 
secretary Says 


Shulkin says Omaha VA 
discovered unauthorized 
waiting list and acted on it 


By Joseph Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — USS. Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs David Shulkin 
on Monday rejected the idea that 
revelations about an unauthorized 
waiting list at Omaha’s veterans 
facility reveal a broader return of 
wait list problems across the VA. 

The department has come a long 
way since 2014, when there were 
systemic problems in the way 
patients were being scheduled, 
Shulkin said during his appear- 
ance at the National Press Club. 

“But, look, let’s put this situation 
in Omaha into context,” Shulkin 
said. He said two Omaha employ- 
ees left VA employment over the 
problem in a system with 350,000 
employees. “To label the entire De- 
partment of Veterans Affairs as 
having a systemic issue ... would be 
irresponsible.” 

The unauthorized Omaha list 
came to light following a story pub- 
lished Oct. 15 in The World-Herald 
that was based on redacted doc- 
uments obtained using the Free- 
dom of Information Act. The list 
delayed mental health care for 87 
veterans this year. 

The unauthorized list echoed a 
nationwide scandal in 2014 at the VA 
Medical Center in Phoenix, where 
veterans died while waiting months 
for medical care on lists that were 
kept secret. An internal VA audit in 
June 2014 found that, in all, more 
than 120,000 veterans waited 90 
days or more or never got care. 

Omaha VA officials have dis- 
closed some details about the Oma- 
ha wait list in response to inquiries 
from U.S. senators representing 
Nebraska and Iowa. Omaha VA Di- 
rector Don Burman also penned an 
opinion piece stating that once the 
unauthorized spreadsheets came 
to VA officials’ attention, they 
stopped the practice, launched an 
internal investigation, reported 
the activity to offices in Washing- 
ton and took disciplinary action 
against employees involved, two 
of whom chose to leave. 

Deputy Secretary Thomas G. 
Bowman recently visited VA facil- 
ities in Nebraska and met Satur- 
day with Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., 
a retired Air Force brigadier gen- 
eral. After the meeting, Bacon 
said in a statement that Burman 
“ensured proper procedures were 
followed and disciplined those in- 


See VA: Page 3 


West Corp. CEO steps down 
It is unclear whether Thomas 
Barker's successor will be based in 
Omaha. Money, Page 6A 


Shannon recall effort scrapped 
Gathering 6,600 signatures “really 
difficult without having a foot army,” 
an organizer says. Midlands 


Russian Revolution centennial 
The nation still struggles to come to 
terms with uprising that started 100 

years ago today. Page 5A 


Omaha forecast 
High: 42 Low: 24 
Mostly cloudy Details: 5B 
Index 
Opinion......... 
Puzzles ... 
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